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ASITAN CINEVISION ANNOUNCES
THE 29™ NY ASIAN AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
JULY 13-21 & AUGUST 3-6, 2006

June21,2006(New York) BAsian CineVison (ACV), anonpofit media arts organization
dedicated to promoting and preserving Asian and Asian American media expressions today
announed the 29" Asian American Internationd Film Festival (AAIFF), running July 13-21 and
Augug 3-6, 2006 Thisyear@ festival will take place at the Asia Sodety (725 Park Avenueat
70th Street, www.asiasodety.org) and the Quad Cinema (34 W. 13" St.)). Select filmswill also
be shown at Stony Brook University® Charles B. Wang Center, Stony Brook, Longlsland.

The AAIFF Bthenaion®longest-ruming festival devoted to works by filmmakers of Asian
descent Bis an annud globd showcase of feature narratives, doaumentaries, short films, and
specia programs. The 2006festival marks both a glimpse into thefuture of Asian American
filmmaking, highlighting the works of a new generation of emerging talents, and alook back at
the historic place of Asian cinemain New York City. Induded amongthe 19 features and 74
shorts at this year@ festival are chdlenging films by a number of first- or second-time
filmmakers who have pushed Asian American filmmaking to a new place by engaging with its
past. TheEast Coast premiere of Ham Tran® impressive feature film debut JOURNEY FROM
THE FALL opensthefestival onJuly 13. Dedicated to the millionsof Vietnamese boa people
and survivors of the communist reeducation camps it isthefirst American film to depict the
Vietnam War from a Vietnamese perspective.

Thefestival has selected from this new generation of Asian American filmmakers works tha are
both aesthetically innovaive and politically charged. Richard Wong®debut feature COLMA:
THE MUSICAL marks thefirst Asian American musical made since 19618Flower Drum Song.
A nunmbe of filmstackle the controversial issues of racism, immigration, and globdization,
induding SandhyaSuri@ | FOR INDIA (a 2006 Sundance Film Festival selection); RIGODON,
atale of three Filipino immigrants livingin apog-9/11 New Y ork City; director Robet Winn3
GRASSROQOTS RISING, adoaumentary on the Asian Pacific Iand working classin
contemporary LosAngdes; and NALINI BY DAY, NANCY BY NIGHT, aremarkable
doaumentary aboutthe outsourcing of American jobsto India

Thisyear@ festival will present 11 world premieres, 7 U.S. premieres, 10 East Coast premieres,
and 34 New Y ork premieres, from counties such as HongKong,India, Indonesia, Isragl, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Singgore, the Philippines, and the United States. Its selectionsrunthe gamut
of genres, from family dramas to comedies to romance, induding Frank Lin@ AMERICAN
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FUSION, aromantic comedy tha garnered the Hawaii Internationd Film Festival® Audience
Award, and thebeautifully intimate BEAUTY REMAINS, directed by Ann Hu.

AAIFF will also offer arare special presentation of six films from theold Sun Sing Thegtrein
New Y ork@ Chinaown. In thesummer of 1995 jug before the pemanent closng of the Sun
Sing, three intrepid film lovers rescued more than 40 films and movie paraphendia With
Chinese theaters having become a dying ingitution, these hdf-dozen Qunearthed Ofilms are being
broughtbefore an audience for a very rare screening.

Orhisyear AAIFF is notonly presenting thelatest achievementsin Asian and Asian American
filmmaking and acting, it is celebrating the glory of thelate 20™-century classic HongKong
cinema. AAIFF isavita exhibition platform of diverse talent and expression in theworld of
cinema,Osays Festival Director Dianal ee. QVe are very proudto have the oppotunity to feature
some of thelatest and mog innovdive films, alongwith the privilegeto share six rare films from
the Sun Sing Theatre.O

AAIFF isaso pleased to announe new additionsto its roger of festival awards Thefestival
will present its first annud GFor Y outh by Y outhOQOneto Watch Award, an audience award
given to the best youth film from the For Y outh By Y outhOprogram. It will also present its first
annud ACV/Verizon V-Clip Competition, ajuried award given to the best submitted V-Clip,
with a second and third runne-up recognized as well. The competition encourages filmmakers
to submit 15-secondvideo clipsthat highlight the Asian American film experience while
creatively incorporating theVerizonlogo. AAIFF will continueto present its Emerging Director
Award, the Excellence in Short Filmmaking Award, Best Musc Video, and the Second Annud
Michdob Light Mudc Video Compdtition, where ACV commissionsfive filmmakersto produce
mudc videos highlighting the spirit of the AAIFF with creative bottle placement of the new
Michdob Light

Continuing its mission to provide filmmakers with oppotunities to connect with thelarger
indgpendent film community and learn more aboutthar craft, the AAIFF has set up a number of
pand presentationswith indugry professionds induding Orhe Distribution Matrix,OOrhe
Funding Mix,OMeet the Funde,Owith Robet Byrd, senior program officer at the Jerome
Founddion, and Cscreenplay Reading Oa staged reading by the Pan Asian Repertory of the
winning screenplay HOMELAND from theannud screenplay competition .

Laundhed in 1978 the AAIFF was created with amission to provide aformal annud showcase
for filmmakers of Asian descent. The AAIFF is ore of thefirst festivalsin North Americato
introduc the public to such internaiondly acclaimed directors as Oscar winng Ang Lee aswell
as Oscar nominees Zhang Yimou, Mira Nair, and Ismail Merchant. Since itsinception, the
AAIFF has aso hdped initiate the establishment of other Asian film festivalsin major citiesB
induding Chicago, LosAngdes, San Frandsco, Toronto, and Vancouve.

Tickets for the 29" AAIFF will beavailable for purchase online beginning Monday, June26,
2006at www.aslandnevision.org and at the Asia Sodety box office or by calling212327.9385.
For complete program information, please visit www.asiandnevision.org or call thefestival
hotlineat 2129891422

Asian CineVision, Inc. (ACV)
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ACV isanonpuofit naiond media arts organization dedicated to the promotion and preservation
of Asian and Asian American film and video arts. Since 1978,ACV has annudly presented the
Asian American Internationd Film Festival, thefirst and longest-running festival devoted to
Asian/Asian American cinemain the United States. In additionto thefestival, ACV@ programs
and services indudefilm exhibitions mentoring and educationd outreach, training workshops
publications and a media archive.

For more information about the 29™ AAIFF or to set up an interview with the festival staff
or presented filmmakers, please contact Wellington Love/15Sminutes at 212.366.4992 or
wellingtonlove@1Sminutespr.com.
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